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Illinka-Maria Radulescu and Freddie Mitchell, of Kingsdale, south London. She got 9 grade 

9s, 2A*s and 2 grade 8s, he got 10 grade 9s, 3A*s and an A* distinction 
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Freddie Mitchell, who was told by his parents simply to “try your best”, has 

clinched 14 top grades in this year’s GCSEs, making him one of the country’s top 

performers. The cycling enthusiast, 16, from Lewisham, southeast London, said 

that hours of training on his bike and the cut-throat competition of racing had 

helped him to focus on his studies. 

His school, Kingsdale Foundation School, a mixed state secondary in West 

Dulwich, encourages children to do as many GCSEs as they can manage to give 
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them the broadest possible education, even though it means its league table ranking 

is lower than it could be. The average number of GCSEs that its pupils take is 11. 

Many schools do the opposite to boost their rankings, urging pupils to drop their 

weakest subjects to maximise the proportion of top grades. 

Freddie secured ten GCSEs at the new grade 9. In addition he achieved three A*s 

and one A* distinction, a special top grade for further maths, in subjects still 

marked under the old alphabetical scheme. He is described by teachers as “humble, 

composed and dignified” and plans to take A levels in maths, further maths, 

physics and Spanish. “My parents have brought me up to work hard but they never 

put me under any pressure,” he said. “They just say, ‘Try your hardest and we 

don’t care if you are the best or worst’.” 

Freddie was not the only Kingsdale pupil to gain a remarkable set of results. Ilinka-

Maria Radulescu achieved nine Grade 9s, two A*s and two Grade 8s only two 

years after moving to the UK from Romania. 

 


